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A reminder that our weekly
newsletter may be accessed
via the Trafalgar High School

home page on
www.trafhi.vic.edu.au

Our email address for any
concerns regarding bullying

is

bullying@trafhi.vic.edu.au

MONDAY 16TH FEBRUARY YEAR 7 SWIMMING TRIALS,
1PM - 3:20PM
TUESDAY, 17TH FEBRUARY YEAR 8 BOYS CRICKET AT
TRAFALGAR CRICKET GROUND
WEDNESDAY, 18TH FEBRUARY SENIOR BOYS CRICKET
FRIDAY, 20TH FEBRUARY CASUAL CLOTHES DAY
LAST DAY FOR EMA
APPLICATIONS

WEDNESDAY, 25TH FEBRUARY THS HOUSE SWIMMING SPORTS
2009 DEBUTANTE BALL MEETING,
7PM

MONDAY, 9TH MARCH LABOUR DAY HOLIDAY

10TH MARCH - 13TH MARCH YEAR 7 CAMP

WEDNESDAY, 18TH MARCH YEAR 10 ‘KEYS PLEASENFORMATION
SESSION

After a very emotionally draining week for
everyone, | have continued to be proud of our
school community, for the caring and
supportive manner in which they have
treated those of us who have been directly
impacted upon by the bushfires.

I have also been moved by the kindness
Dl of many Gippsland businesses who have
I | T T— offered to assist families affected by

the bush fires with items to help

“ll-mll get students back to school.

If families would like contact details for these businesses, please telephone or call
into the General Office.
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Our school is such a busy place, and we have had our school photos taken today.
All students in Years 7 through to 11 have had their photos taken individually and as
a class, and didn't they all look great, in their Trafalgar High School uniforms! If you
have any concerns or queries regarding school photos, please contact the
photographers, SchoolPix on 1300766055.

Today we are farewelling two of our staff members. Bethany Crane has been our
Administration Trainee for the last 12 months, and she has been a tremendous asset
to our school. Bethany is leaving us to commence further study and we thank her for
her valuable contribution to the school both as an outstanding student and trainee.
Damien Beagley has only been with us for a short time, but we have appreciated all
his efforts while he has been here.

Good luck for the future to both Bethany and Damien.




Students who have sold second hand text books are
asked to collect their money from the office as soon as
possible.

Students must have a signed note from their parents
authorising them to collect the money.

Students are also asked to collect any unsold
textbooks.

A reminder to parents/guardians eligible for the
Education Maintenance Allowance, to please call in to
the Office to fill in an application form. Applications for
the first installment of the EMA close on 20th
February.

To be eligible for the Education Maintenance
Allowance the claimant must:

Be a parent/guardian of a student up to the age
of sixteen; and

Be an eligible beneficiary of a Centrelink
pension, allowance or benefit with the meaning
of the State Concessions Act 2004 or be a
Veterans Affairs (TPI) pensioner or be a Foster

Parent; and
Submit their application to the school by the due
date.

Late applications will not be accepted by the Dept.
of Education and Early Childhood Development.

On Tuesday 10" February Mr. Brian Leaf, Manager of
the Bendigo Bank Trafalgar branch, visited the school
and had morning tea with the 2008 Music Awards
recipients: Julia Buras, Melissa Howlett, Nicole Dunn
and Avis Mclnnes.

The Bendigo Bank has supported the school in a variety
of ways and in particular the music program for many
years. Mr. Leaf was able to share his love of music with
the students and listened to each of the students’
involvement in the school music program and their
participation in community based music activities. The
students then showed Mr. Leaf around the music
department in the Performing Arts building. Avis and
Nicole also played the songs: “Scarborough Fair”,
“Jeanie in a bottle” and “We wish you a Merry
Christmas” on their violins which demonstrated the
strength and enjoyment of the school music program.
Thank you very much to the Bendigo Bank and Brian for
their continued support of school programs.

If any of your address / phone / work or emergency
contact details have changed, please contact the
General Office so we can keep your details as reliable
and accurate as possible.

The recent emergency situation has highlighted the
need to have comprehensive and up to date details for
every student.

Thank you for your assistance.

Casual Clothes Day

Friday, 20th February

Next Friday, we will be holding a
CASUAL CLOTHES DAY.
All students and teachers are
asked to make a $2:00 gold cain donation.

All proceeds will be forwarded to
The relief fund for victims of the
Gippsland fires.



All students who catch buses to school should have
completed the Conditions of Bus Travel form.
Students need to be reminded that:

1. All students must obey instructions from the
driver or bus captain;

2. Boisterous conduct including use of bad
language or any action which may cause
distress to other students or distract the driver
will not be tolerated.

Consequences will be:

1. Verbal warning to student;

2. Written warning to parent

3. 1 week suspension of student from travel on

bus;

4, Suspension from bus for the remainder of the
year.

BUS PASSES:

Bus Passes can only be issued if a written_request is
received from the student’s parent or guardian 24
hours in advance. Requests should be made the day
before travel is required and will only be given in
exceptional circumstances.

Alan Bell,

Bus Coordinator

WHEN BUSHFIRES AFFECT YOUR SCHOOL...

For all emergency announcements regarding the effect of
bushfires and other incidents on schools and school bus
services always listen to ABC Local Radio. The state
wide protocol is for Police, CFA, SES and other
emergency services to make announcements using ABC
Local Radio. The Department of Education and Training
will also make announcements using these arrangements
if there are school closures, school evacuations, bus
service delays or cancellations due to road closures or
detours.

ABC LOCAL RADIO STATIONS IN GIPPSLAND:-

3GLR 100.7 FM Latrobe Valley, Bairnsdale to

Warragul, Yarram & Foster

106.1 FM Cann River

104.9 FM Mallacoota
3Gl 828 AM Sale & Wonthaggi
3MT 720 AM Omeo & Swifts Creek
3LO 774 AM Melbourne

Schools will continue to try to contact parents directly by
telephone to inform them when their child is affected by
an emergency situation. Please ensure the school has
up to date contact details for you.

We are very pleased to introduce our School
Captains and Vice Captains for 2009.

School Captains are Molly Ewen and
Mark Epps and their Vice Captains are
Shanae Clarke and David Embleton.

Our student leadership team was elected at
the end of the 2008 school year to enable the
School Captains to commence their duties at
the beginning of the school year. They have
already assisted with student transition
activities and are leading the SRC with fund
raising for the Gippsland Bushfire relief fund.

We wish Molly, Mark, Shane and David a
very productive and successful year.

Pictured above: Shanae Clarke, Molly Ewen, Mark€pnd David Embleton.




There will be a meeting in the school conference room
for parents / guardians interested in becoming involved
with the committee to coordinate the 2009 Debutante
Ball. The ball will be held at Kernot Hall in Morwell on
Friday, 19th June.

The meeting will be held on
Wednesday, 25th February at 7pm.

All interested parents /guardians are urged to attend.
Please note that students are not_ to attend this
committee meeting.

Do you have any items of school uniform which no
longer fit, but are still in reasonable condition? Our
Student Welfare Officer would love any of these items
of clothing to assist students in emergency situations.

If you are able to help with any items of uniform you no
longer require please drop them into the General
Office.

Thank you.

Instrumental lessons stared this week with great
success. Time tables have been gradually filling up so if
you haven't filled out an instrumental form you will need
to do so soon. There are only a few places left for piano
with vocal, string, guitar, brass and woodwind lessons
filling steadily. Those students interested in learning
drums will be placed on a waiting list until an
instrumental drum teacher is found. Forms are available
from the general office and need to be returned with
payment before a student’'s name can be added to a
time table.

Romeo and Juliet auditions were held last Thursday with
overwhelming interest from our female students.
Unfortunately we didn’t have many males auditioning
which is a bit disappointing. If there are any boys out
there who might consider being involved, please see Mr
Wiegerink or Miss Rivers early next week.

We need you!

Trafalgar high School).
Deposit -
Final Payment -

to 100% patrticipation.

Planning for this years Year 7 camp is underway and we are pleased to announce the new dates and procedures.
Prompt return of forms to the Office would be appreciated.

3545 Bairnsdale Dargo Road, Stratford

LOCATION: Coonawarra Farm Resort,

DATES: Tuesday, 10th March - Friday, 13th March
DEPARTURE: 8:30am, Tuesday, 10th March from T.H.S. bus loop
RETURN: 2:45pm, Friday, 13th March at T.H.S. bus loop
COST: Total Cost = $260. Payable at the school office.

Instalments are most acceptable. (Cheques should be made payable to

We wish all Year 7 students to attend if possible, as we see this camp as a vital activity in the Year 7 program.
Camps give students a great opportunity to make new friendships, while giving them a chance to get to know
teachers better, to enjoy the natural environment and to have fun.

Feedback from previous years has been positive from both students and staff, so we are hoping and look forward

Please feel free to contact us at school on 56331733 should you have any queries.

Lee Jinks and Anthony Wilson, Year 7 Coordinators

$50.00 to be paid by Friday, 13th March
To be paid by Monday, 2nd March
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Major Sports Dates ~ Term 1 & 2

Term 1:

Monday, 16th Feb Year 7 Swimming trials,

1pm - 3:20pm

Tuesday, 17th Feb  Year 8 boys & girls cricket

Wednes., 18th Feb  Senior boys cricket

Wednes. 25th Feb THS HOUSE SWIMMING

SPORTS

Year 7 boys & girls cricket

Int. boys WGSSSA cricket final
WGSSSA swimming sports
WGSSSA Year 8 cricket final

Friday, 27th Feb
Tuesday, 3rd Mar
Wednes., 4th Mar
Friday, 13th Mar
Thursday, 19th Mar WGSSSA Year 7 cricket final

Friday, 20th Mar VSSSA Southern Zone swimming

Wednes., 1st April Term 1 Round Robin

Thursday, 2nd April  VSSSA state swimming finals

Term 2:

Thursday, 23rd April Southern zone senior boys golf

Friday 24 " April THS HOUSE ATHLETICS

Monday, 27th April  Southern zone T1 round robin

finals
Friday, 1st May WGSSSA athletics

Tuesday, 9th June  Year 7 & 8 Term 2 round robin

Friday, 12th June Senior Term 2 round robin

Thursday, 25th June Southern Zone Cross Country
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GAP Year with the Defence Force

Applications for Gap Year will open up again in May 09
(exact date TBC). Please be aware that the gap year
program is extremely popular, but positions are limited.
Submit an application as soon as it opens in May. In
2008 there were a number of disappointed candidates
that missed out on a position because they left their
application until too late. Going on the first two years of
the Gap Year program, once it gets to term four, it is too
late for new applicants. With a number of applicants that
missed out in 08 re applying, we anticipate that the Gap
Year program could fill before the end of term 3. If you
are not 100% sure that Gap Year is for you, you are still
encouraged to put in an application early so you don't
miss out. Until the candidate signs the paperwork on
their enlistment day, they can easily withdraw their
application. Another option for students that aren’t 100%
sure on Gap Year is the Army Reserves. They receive
tax free pay that doesn't effect any other payments such
as Austudy (great for students). Visit the
www.defencejobs.gov.au website for application advice
and information.

Defence Force — ADFA

ADFA (Australian Defence Force Academy: Military
officer and university degree level training) Defence
Force Recruiting will be hosting an ADFA Information
session on the 25" Feb. 7:00pm to 8:00pm, Level
14/501 Swanston Street, Melbourne. Call 13 19 01 to
register for the session as numbers are limited.

VET 4 A Day Program — Healesville Sanctuary

For students who want to work with animals or practice
hands-on activities with wildlife vets, then Vet 4 a Day at
Healesville Sanctuary is a great choice. A one-day,
experiential, careers program introduces students to the
daily challenges of working in a busy wildlife hospital in
a zoo environment. For further information, contact
Hilary Tabrett.

For the flyer, check out the zoo website: http://
www.z00.org.au/Learning/Programs/

Student Conferences/Careers/Vet_for_day

Apprenticeship opportunity
Local plasterer is looking to recruit an apprentice.
See Mr. Eriksson for contact details.




It is very important that all students attend school.
Irregular and poor attendance makes students
struggle at school and the value they receive from
their education is greatly diminished. Regular learning
provides important building blocks for the future.

Inevitably some students become ill and should not
attend school. On return to school a note needs to be
returned to the box at the General Office or Form
Teacher to explain the absence.

Parents / caregivers can assist greatly with attendance
by:
: Ensuring attendance on ALL school days;
Ensuring students are on time each day;
Arranging appointments outside of school hours;
Contacting the school if your child does not want
to go to school;

and finally .........

DO NOT ALLOW YOUR CHILD TO STAY AT HOME
FOR MINOR REASONS.
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If for any reason a student has been absent or is late
the following protocols need to be followed:

STUDENT ABSENCES:

The parent/guardian of any absent student should
provide a note indicating the dates and reason for the
absence. (Absence notes can be found in the back of
Student Diaries).

SIGNING IN: (Late Arrivals):

When a student arrives late to school, they are
required to sign in at the Office as soon as they
arrive to have their attendance recorded and obtain a
Late Pass to give to their class teacher. Any late
students should have a signed note from the parent/
guardian for being late.

SIGNING OUT: (Early Leavers):

If a student has to leave the grounds during school
hours for any reason, they are required to have a
signed note from their parent/guardian, and have this
note signed by their Year Level Coordinator BEFORE
signing out at the Office. The Office staff will then
adjust the attendance roll.

Elections were held this week to elect the House
Captains for 2009. With numerous candidates for
each house every vote counted. Congratulations to
the following students who were chosen as the
leaders of their House.

Hawke
Capt | Zeke Bennett Capt | Marley Langan
V. V.
Capt | William Colvin Capt | Ally Mooney

Tryouts for the 2009 netball season will be held on the
following dates at the netball courts at the Trafalgar
football ground.

Tuesday, 17th February
Thursday, 19th February

15 & 17 Under, will try out between 6pm - 7:30pm
Senior age groups between 7:30pm - 8:30pm
Current and new interested players are most
welcome.

Please direct any enquiries to Luana Brock on
0400531590.




